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FSA LAY, 2. 


0 Thou that-beareſt Prayer, wito Thee ſhall 
all Fleſh come. 


OD the Lord is every where pre'ent, and hears 

| the Prayers of all People, but eſpecially ready 
to deliver his Servants, who devoutly call upon 

his holy Name ; wherefore it is not only our 

Duty, to Addreſs the Lord, that heareth Prayer, but our 


great Advantage 3 and therefore unto Him ſhould a// Flefb 
came, 


From the Words, I ſhall take occaſion to ſhew, 

I. That it is our Duty *o Pray, 

Il. That GOD hears our Prayers. 

III. That Prayer is a Spectal Part of His Worſhip. 

IV. The Efficacy and Power of Prayer, which the beſt of 
Perſons have uſed. | 

V. The Objett of our Prayers, G OD alone. 

VI. The Subjef of them, Good and Evil; Good, for which 
we pray ; Evil, againſt which we petition ; the former 
of which is called Supplication; the later, Deprecation. © 

VII. The manver of our Prayers, humbly and ardently, with _ 
Faith and full Hope on God for the Fruits of them, 


I. That it 7s our Duty to Pray. p 

The very Light of Nature dire4s and obliges us there- 
unto, telling us, We are His Creatures, and depend Pon 
Got. 
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God'; that He is our Creator, and continual Preferver ; 
that all we have is elſewhere, and_not _on_ourſelves_; ſo 
that we ſhould with all Thankfulneſs look up unto Him, 
unto whom we are indebted for all that is good. This 
we muſt confeſs, unleſs we forfeit the Prerogative Royal 


of Reaſonable Creatures? This we muſt do, being but our 


"Duty to Him that is Abſolure King, Proprietary, and Lord 


of all by Creation. 


We may reaſonably conclude, we were not ſent into 
the World for nothing, not made to be idle, nor delegated. 


:0n fo mean an Emba y as the Soldiers of' that unwile Em» 


peror, who being furniſh'd with all Military Accoutrements, 
were employ d to gather Shells upon the Sea-ſhore. 

We areeach of us a little World; upon which God has 
ſtamp'd his own Image more perfealy than the greater, 


Therefore much more engaged - to- his Gracious Goodneſs. 


Now, ſeeing the Heavens declare the Glory of God, 'and 
the Firmament ſheweth his Handy-work, Froſt, and Ice, and 
Snow are warm 1n their Devotions, and praiſe Him, ſhall 
not we offer up our Prayers unto Him, to whom we are 
more than they obliged ; we, who are Reaſonable Crea- 


tures, like unto the Angels and God himſelf ? 


Methinks then we ſhould come voluntarily unto God in 
Prayer ; Nature and Reaſon. teacheth this Duty, no need of 


another Iadex to diſcover it to us, no Exhortation to al- 
lure, nor Command to make way for it; if we weregraci- 


"ous to praftiſe according to our Knowledge ; - but ſince 


\ 


there is a Command of God for it, that is a ſuperinduc” d 


- Obligation, and makes us more careful to do our Duty, by 


laying: a double Tye on-'us; which, how great it is, con- 
ſider, when Nature aiQates, what the King. of Heaven com 
mands. 

The Majeſty of a King claimeth the Loyalty of a Sub- 
ka, and as we acknowledge his Authority, we muſt ſubmit 


unto 


unto his Will, much more to the' Heavenly King of al 
Kings, who commands nothing, but what were moſt fit for 
us to'chue,. Rog OY 

If a great Worldly man bid you go, you will run, tho' 
you are not ſure to get any. thing, but your Labour for 
your travail; you will reckon yourſelves highly honour'd 
to be Servants, nay, Slaves, to fuch a man's Humours, tho' 
they proceed from no ſound Temper, or good Conſtituri- 
on; but when the great God of Heaven and Earth com- 
mands you to gird yourſelves, and ſet about this Duty, you 
will diſpute the matter, tho' the Command muſt needs be 
good, becauſe GOD's, and is clearly written, as with a Sun- 
beam. | | 

Call upon me, faith the Lord, Pſal. 49. Watch and pray, 
Mark 13. In Faith, without wavering, laith Biſhop @/her ; 
in Truth, without Guile ; in Humility, without Pride; inZeal 
without Cooling ; in Conſtancy, without Fainting, to the end. 

Prayer is the good Inſtrument God has commanded to 
uſe, by it to convey the Bleflings which he in the courſe 
of his Providence has. appointed, and 1s: pleaſed at any 
time to beſtow and conferr on us: Following therefore 
the Apoſtle's Precept and Direction ; 1» al things, with 
Prayer make your Requeſts known unto 'God. 

Here are the commanding words, not of Melancho- 
lick men, nor Brain-fick pertons, but the ſober Dictates of 
the Holy- Ghoſt, whom you ſhould hear and obey. 

We ſhould all therefore ſet about this great Duty of 
Prayer, our Hearts ſhould be reſtleſs till we come unto 
God: Unleſs we be worſe than the Heathens, we ſhall not 
negle& it, which meer Nature did teach them to uſe ; their 
Goodneſs adviſe others to practiſe. Hear Sexeca; Bonus 
vir fine Deo nemo eſt, No man is good withoat God : unto 
whom, by Prayer, he is moſt effeCtually united. And 
therefore ſays Eripides, ix gps manor, We uſe to Pray, 


for 
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for it is from this our Labour proſpers. Whence Pythagoras 
in his Golden Verſes, and theſe words : 4% {n' ey @cjov 
emvZauarO, exhorts Man to come and pray unto God, for 
a Bleſſing on his Work. 

And indeed, it ſeems unreaſonable this Duty ſhould be 
{lfghted, or our Buſineſs at any time by us begun, withe 
out Prayer firſt of all, and calling for a Bleſſing from 
God upon it: For, as Plato elegantly deſcribes God Mews 
gterna, Cauſa bont in natura, the Eternal Spirit from whom 
our Bleſſings come ; ſo He is worthy to be called upon 
for them. The doing of which ſpeaks much to the com- 
mendation of Scipzo Africanus, if the Story be true of 
him, concerning whom we read, * That he, though an 
* Echnick, ever before he ſet himſelf upon the undertak- 
* ing Concerns, uſed to enter the Capitol, to ſubmit his 
* Projects to the Judgment of rhe Gods, and implore 
* their Aid, for the good Succeſs of what he took in hand, 
And this is what is done to the True God by every good - 
man, who, according to Hterocles, Sreduife d wixt]e, x) 51324 
« on«dug4, joyns Endeaveurs to Prayers, and Prayers to En- 
deavours. 

Wherefore we have reaſon to be much aſham'd, if we 
negle:t ſo great a Duty, which the Pagans, by the Light 
of Nature, did know, practiſe, and adviſe Men to. To 


| be diſpoſſeſied of this, convinces us to be truly Devils in- 


carnate, abandon'd by the Juſtice of God, and palſs'd in- 


to Swine, of which Creatures it is ſaid, They look every 
way but upwards unto Heaven, 


Il. The Lord hears our Prayers. 


Not a Word, not a Thought, but the Lord knows be- 
fore they are ſpoken or thought of : The Womb of our 
Conceptious, and Cloſet of our Prayers, are as clear 


ro 
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the All-ſeeing Eye of God, as the canopy of Heaven te. 
us, with our Eyes open *'d upwards ; So rhat though cur 
Prayers be private to Men, yer the Lord, who je2Þ 33 
ſecret, hearerh likewiſe, and ſhall reward us openty... 

Hamah called upon God, when her Yoice was not 
heard, 1 Sam. xiii. And Moſes cried ynto the Lord, W hen 
he ſpoke not a word, Exod, xiv. 1 

Hereto we may add that of St. NEAR, Deus di Voce 
cordis ; God hears the Voice of, the Heart. © 
* But ſome with thoſe j in Job may argue, and debate, 77ow | 
doth God know >. Can He judg e through the dark Cloud 2 Cate 
"He ſee oar Hearts, at Juch a, TRE, Qr heat, our. Cries afar 
off > qt: 


Underſtand. 'ye Brueifh ako! the People! FF you Fools 


when will you te wiſe > He that is the Tory of Hoſts; can- 
'not He help ? He that made'the Eye, c ano Uckee's; And 
He that planted the Ear, ſhall! ot He hear? £710 19:00, Ji 


Fooliſh therefore, as' well'n Prophane, " he Ont 
Epicarus, who fancies! God't t9. be without t Power, wi 
Arms, above Fear bimfdfatl as little to'Þe fear'd, placitts 
him between the Orbs ( y'and idle, out > of the reach 
of Mortals, not .. tray Gay © 'Coric chin, "Hof fo "mucli Ys 
hearihg our Prayers.” 

And with as fittle Sence "$g' the Slaluar w'l Pry 


Idol, in Crete, without Eyes, nd; without Ears, if He- de- 


Gon vin it the ſmage of the True "GOD ; for ,otherivite 
the Statue might Well enou8fi* ſerve FillHt a Poctitk God as 
Fove,, or thar,of Fpicurus mention'd before. . 

Sihce then” God *hears our Prifers,” our Words; and 
Thoughts, without" the calves of our Lips, and underſtands 


F 71, af, + >2£ 


are{al ſhould e\ be, t 


by what Springs they Fir: move, betore we date” <0, how 


ar” they” b eripus.* Yevt z,and 


DMN according 76. his Will; and* in 1{@&ding, © gl 
.gor.-only* pertorm a reafonable,” til moſt: "cette 85 
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vice unto God. Which leads me to. my Third Parti- 
cular, - 


II. Prayer is a Special Part of God s Worſhip. 


Prayer is the turning of a pious Mind from the World: 
unto. God ; the Confluence of all Good, and Complement 
of all Happineſs; it is a flight from Earth, and purſuit af- 
ter Heaven ; it is that which draws us nigheſt to God of 
any thing in Earth, and which the Lord doth moſt delight in. 
Xeegay *Eggoy deemiy by $egrir arky 6 Gigeey "Aves, *) meg hed Currfizor Atſdlss. 
the beſt Work, and principal part'of his Service. There 
may be in Heathens other Virtues, as Temperance in 7u- 
bero,Manfuetude in Pomponius Atticus, ©. but he that prays 
well, is a good Chriſtian. Hearing, Reading, Meditating,, 
and Conferring about the Word. of God, are prime Lumi- 
naries, and. Parts of Chriſtianity ; but true and feryent 
Pr 
of 


P wer excceds them all, it being, I nay fo ſpeak, the Life 


Jevotion, and Spirit of Religion... 
Hereby we pleaſe God,. beticr than. with, whole Heca- 


tombs of Animal Sacrifices, or Rivers of Oyl, the Odour 


thereof fragrant to Him as the choiceltFunies'of Aratja to 
Men; the taſte delightful, like the Spices of the World, 
ſweet as the Honey, or the Honey-comb. Cart. iv. 11. Zhe 
lips of thy Spouſe, Lord ! drop as the Honey, or the: Honey- 


$5 


comb : Milk and Honey are under her lips. 


- IV. Of the Efficacy and Power of Prayer, which the beſt 
B of Perſons have uſed, 


; It is of wonderful Power and Efficacy, if it be well and 
 Kkilfully handled. Ir has a potent Charm againſt Evil, and: 
-Prevalence towards Good ; being duly apply'd, a certain 
Antidote againſt Sin, and Means.to obtain God's gs 

| ome 


| Some do aſcribe, but falſly, great Vertue to- a” piece” off 
Weod faſhion'd in the form ot a* Croſs, which this really 
has and is the true Holy-water, whereby Devils are caſt: 
out: As in! Rome, when a Dictator was created, all other 
Authority was for that time fuſpended. So, whilſt Prayer 
has poſfelſion of our Souls, all Evils are either our of doors,. 
or fo compos'd, that they do not diſturb us; but thenour 
Prayers muſt not be unforeſighted, nor ungoverned, like- 
thoſe monſtrous People Pliny {peaks of, whoſe Feer go back- 
ward, and their Eyes behind ;. rhey mutt be right. and: 
ſtreight, by which poſtion, as the Haven tothe Mariner” 
in-4 great Tempeſty. or an Inn-to the Traveller in ſtormy 
weather, fo will they yield Comfort and Travquiltty to- 
Man, inthe Waves and Winds of his Troubles. tf 
This is it the beſt of Perfons- have uſed; and'ſome of its: 
excellent Forms they penn'd, we find recorded in Scriptures; 
as of Moſes, Daniel, David, Nehemiah; St. Paul, and our Sa- ' 
viour, in 'whom did the depth of Wifdom, and fulnefs: of. 
Power dwell. inp es Tigts > gk + 
The EffeQs of it have been-ſo- extraordinary, that none 
would believe, did not the Holy Ghoft bear witnefs utto- 
the Truth. BUNE's | 5... 
Nehemiah- thereby repair'd. the Breaches and Walls of Fe- 
ruſalem; this turned the Red-Sea. mto a7 Land, for Mo- 
ſes and the /ſrae/ites-to paſs over : But as for the Egyptians: 
that did not call upon the:Name- of rhe Lord,. they were 
drowned in the Sea, and. as Orafres, an old Author, tells: 
us, the prints and footſteps of their Chariots, Horſes, and: 
Men were a-long time after to be ſeen on the Shore, and. 
in the: Depth. The Prayers-of the Righteous: have Com- 
mand over the Sky : Hereby did E/:es. bottle up the Rain: 
in- their Clouds, and threw them out at his pleaſure, fo- 
that the ſmoaking ſhowers came down-thick and cloſe, to- 
be cup'd inthe Valleys, and make the Hills overflow wo 
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Full brimmers of thelame. They pterce the Firmament ; 

Foſhua therewith put-the Sun to! a: ſtand, and at Zeze- 
avs Prayer the-ſame-went back; Solomon, calls' them 4 
Frong. Tower of Defence ; and indeed they are a-ſure Shield 
to thoſe that ufe them. right againſt the Enemy : Withour 
theſe, our Strength becomes -weak, and with: them our 


Weakneſs ſtrong. When Moſes let down his Hands, and 


did not pray, the 4maletztes overcame ; but when - Moſes 
01 Prayer lift up his Hands,' then! Iſrael prevail d. | 

It is needleſs here to add Human Teſtimonies and Exam- 
ples, to prove the.great Efficacy and wonderful Power of 
Prayer ; I ſhall not. therefore cite; St, Aufin's Converſion 
thereby, nor; tell; how a whole Roman Army, parboil'd 
with Heat, and ready - to dye with-extream Thirſt, was 


miraculouſly. preſerv'd by cool Rains, brought down from 


Heaven with this Hand ; whilſt Hail-fire, in their tight, Col 
ſumed the Enemy, not: calling on: God. \. +... 


: » ItsAflicacy, and Power, [I had almoſt uy omojpotent 


ſo great, rhat nothing is thought too difficulr for it well 
hand!'d by-good Perſons, its ule ſo excellent, that thegrea- 
teſt, and belt Perſons, [as you ſee] have. not -diſdained to 
praiſe ſo Heavenly an Employment, thinking; ;it; their 


-Moſt Reaſonable Service! to/zpay.' unto God, to. hor ay 
often pray ed; whieh 145 my- next Particular. 


A 


' V. 7 he: obiedt * our Prayers, c0D alone. 
£1197 g 1 < DI 6 UND AG $ i. 

We miſt. Pray to>God! rlhoe: We ney ah break Gran 
with the. Pſalmift, -and fiy., 'Whow have we. in Heaven but 
thee; O:Lord.? None at all to direQ our/Prayers to; none 
;eMe to. hears; hone. elfe.in Heaven :but God: to, aff Us; 
8nd, therefore:this as-the. Nonfidahce we have. in bim; that 
af weask anyhingiof himaceording-to;his Wall, -he hear- 
.cth, Us 5; *ANJ cal: wholoeyer. ſhall call oh his. Name, fall 
held] be 


I of > 
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OP* 
be deliver'd ; But, in what part of Scripture are we con- 
manded, exhorred, or fufterd, by Preſident and Example, 
to call upon any elſe to fave us, and do us any good ? 

Tho' Moſes and Elias be together with God on the Mount, 

zet the ſtill Voice from Heaven ſpeaketh of none but Chrilt, 

betr ye Him? Weare commanded to fear the Lord our 
God, and to ſerve Him, without mention of any other 
Perſon. 

The Heathens had a Notion of Dzmons negotiating Hu- 
man Afﬀtairs with the Supreme God, from whence the ido- 
ltrous Practice among the Papi/ts, in Praying to Saints, has 
ſprung ; ſo that the Blood of Chriſt is counted a vile 
thing. | 

God alone, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is to be 
prayed to the Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity : Ne 
Angels, nor Saints ; for the Scriptures do not warrant us, 
themſelves reject ir. To what purpoſe are our Prayers to 
the Dead, who can neither hear, nor help us? nor will 
God accept of any other Mediator, but his own Son, re- 
commended to us in the Scriptures. 

But, to ſtep afide from this Field of Controverſie, and 
paſs to the Subject of our Prayers, or what we muſt pray 
tor. 


VI. The Subje# of our Prayers is Good and Evil; Good, for 
which we pray; Evil, againſt which we petition: the 
former of which t called Supplication, the later Depre> 
cation. | 


Of the Firſt, Supplication, And, 

1/t, We muſt pray tor the ſubſtantial Bleſſings of the 
Soul, the Fear of God, anc} Heavenly Wiſdom, which paſſeth 
all Underſtanding, an upright Hearr, Grace, and Strength to 
work out our Salvation with fear and trembling ; tor Sar” 
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of our Sins, the Love of Chriſt, the Xinzdom of God, and 


his Righteouſneſs, the Peace of Jeruſalem, inward and hea- 
venly Comtort : All which, according to the Proverb, — 
©:7 oy Yerem xr, MAY be purchas'd by our Prayers, and are 


''pecially to be fought after ; without them all things elle 


are Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, painted Grapes for the 

Fruits of Paradiſe. : 
2dly, We may pray likewiſe for the Neceſlaries of this 

Life in Subordinition to the former; for tho' the things be 


not good 1n themſelves, yet (till a Fzaticam is neceſlary ; 


for we be paſling through the Wilderneſs of this World, 
from the Womb and Egypt of Sin, towards the Heavenly 
and Happy Canaan :. And, ſeeing Manna from Heaven is not 
expeted without a Miracle, we muit have and be content 
with the Fleſh-pots of Fzypr. 


Secondly, Of Deprecation. 

We mult Deprecate, and Pray againſt all manner of Evil, 

whether it be the Evil of $/, or the Evil of Pani/bment. 
1/7, Againſt the Evil of Sz. 

That it may not. come nigh our Dwelling, that our 
Hearts may not be imbitter'd by. this dead Water of Ma- 
riana, that we take heed unto our ways ; or if we do flip, 
our Offences may conſiſt with our Infirmities, not groſs, 
numerous, nor unrepented. of; that as our original and pre- 
ceeding Sins are waſhed away in the Water of Fordan, by 
Baptiſm, ſo the after and actual Pollutions of our Hands 
may be wiped away by the Blood of Chriſt 1a his Fellows 
thip. 

: 24ly, Againſt the Evil of Puniſhment. 

That the Lord would be pleaſed to heal our Sorrows, 
and take away our Judgments, that the Evils preſent may 
not hurt us, nor thoſe that threaten come to paſs to do us 
any Harm,, but. that the. Lord would in-his Mercy be pes: 

c 
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{:d to deliver us from all Evil, either in this Life, as Po 
verty, Difgrace, Sickneſs, Peftiſence, -Famine, FaQtions;” 
Wars, Conſpiracies, Retellions, Aflaſſinations, or other 
Evils, which may happen on ourſelves, the King, or the 
Nation, and fo on ourlelves,: becauſe on the-King or the 
Nation ; or 1n the other Lifc,everlaſting and Hell-fire. And 
this He will do, it we pray to: him as we ought : which 
ſhews me my ſeventh and laſt Particular, viz. 


VIE. The manner of our Prayers, humbly and ardently, in Paith- 
and full Hope on God for the Fruits of them, 


Man is not moved as Engines, by Violence ; nor as irra- 
tional Animals, by Inſtinct ; nor attracted, as Steel by the 
Load-ſtone, but drawn by the Light of the Holy Spirit in 
the Mind, and Conſent of the W:i!; who, if he move right, 
muſt do it towards God by Prayer, which He has conſe- 
crated for the beſt way to come unto him. 

But we muſt do that too according to ZH W:l, Pray fo 
as We ought in the Holy Ghoſt, and in the Spirit. Never 
was any loving and kind Mother more willing that her full 
Breaſts ſhould be ſuck'd by her ſweet and tender Infant, 
than our Bleſſed God is, that we ſhould put up our Prayers 
unto him, to derive from his fulneſs; but we muſt do it 
in his own Method and Manner, and then, 

Tho' we be little vile Creatures, yet he will deal with 
us not according to our Baſeneſs, but according to the- 
| Riches of his Power, with the Liberal Hand of his high 
Majeſty. As, 

Alexander, who when one of his Fayourites asked the 
King a Penſion for his Service, gave him a whole City ; 
which the Petitioner modeſtly retuſing as too much, the 
King aniwer'd, If zt was too much for him to receive, it was 


wot too much for him, being the' great Macedonian King, and 
Conqueror of the World, to give. 90 


- it. 9  —_ 
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So will the Lord, I fay, deal with us, 4f we ſeek unto 
him as we ought ; he will give as a King gives, with the 
liberal hand of the Moſt High, not according to our Un- 
worthineſs or Demerits, .but amply and ſuperabundantly, 
even a ſtrong City, the Heavenly Feruſalem. 


On the contrary; 


If we call not on Him as we ought, nor mind this Duty, 


ro do it, we ſhall receive none of his precious Gifts, nor 
have his Comforts : In the Streets of Captivity ſhall then 
our Voice be heard; we [hall cry out, and weep with Ra- 
chael, not to be comforted, but the Lord will laugh at our 
Calamity, and mock when our Fear cometh, becauſe we did 
not pray unto the Lord, or our Prayers were deform, like 
the daſhes of irregular Waves in the Euripus, or the 
whiſtling of Winds in a Wood, Therefore, that you may 
pray acceptably, 

Firſt, Pray humbly. 

It is the good Obſervation of Ariſtorle, we ſhould han- 
dle Divine Matters with Modeſty and Reverence. Now 
Prayer being the moſt Jubſtantial part of Divine Worſhip, 
ſhall we approach it otherwiſe? As God takes no Delight 
in the Sacrifice of Beaſts, or in the Pictures of Gold and 


Silver, but in Frayer, ſo He would have it perform'd with 


an holy and ſubmiſſive Will, otherwiſe we ſhall pray fond- 
ly, and in vain: without Humility they will not profir, 
fly they like Xerxes's Arrows, moſt numerous and thick, 
they may well darken our Service, they will never ſtrike 


the Sun of Righteouſnets graciouſly to affeQ and hear us. 


Secondly, Pray ardently. 


As we muſt pray in Zumzlity, which can never deſcend 
to0 low, fo with our Aﬀections, which can never aſcend 


roo high; no Bound or Meaſure muſt be ſet unto them, 
but with all our united Powers, all the Heart, and all the 


Soul, 
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Soul, 'with-all the Mind, and: with all 'the Strength, pray 
unto-him.:  We-muſt-wreſtle; with Ged in 1Prayer, and of: 
fer .as'it, were #1: holy. Violence; tothe. King of Heayen. 
To be.lukewarm 1n- Religion, - 15" the: black CharaQer: of 
Laodicea;, therefore let that be far from being juſtly im- 
puted -unto us, .and--our Prayers the beſt part of our. Ser+. 
vice... Ardent Defires;, like;;E/jah's fiery - Chariot, ſhould: 
raviſh. us to' Heaven'.and-: the Prefence -of. God,, otherwiſe: 
we ſhall not'be able to. riſe, with 'our. dull Clogg of Fleſh; 
from the Earth. . Chriſtzanity is a Race,” Heaven the Prize; 
we muſt run then,; and faſt, .to-obtalg. |. 4 
| As among the Weſt Indians forme are reported by 4cofta: 
the Jeluite.to:be. ſo quick-in Running, that-no+Horle can. 
kcep pace with them ; ſo we muſt be. quick in our Pray- 
ers, .that the Thoughts of the World -may-not overtake us. - 
This. World is the - Wilderneſs, -Heaven the' Canaan, but -it 
has-no Sons of Axadk. to. keep us away.z: indeed it: may be: 
Norm'd, and. thar :may- eaſily. be done by 'the: Vigour: of 
your Prayers ; for, ſince the days of Jobs the Baptiſt, the 
Kingdom of Heayen ſuffers Violence, and the Viokent take 
it by force;of this-ſpiritual; praying-Sword.! : - |; 
- .z4ly, Pray faithfully: with full Hope and- Relyance on. 


God for the Fruits of theme -c ls | 


$ 


_ As-our Humility ſtands aloof,, and knows: its diſtance 
with the .Pablicar, but Ardour, Febw-like, drives furiouſly: 
on towards. Heaven. ſo Faith..in -Prayer compleats all ; 
with Moſes, it ſtands in. the Gap, and cloſely-joyns us. in 
Union. with God. . The Gates. of -Heaven ſhall fly open: ta 
us, ſo we have this Oyl in our Lamps, to. prepare for 
meeting Chrift the: Bridegroom. With Faith and Piety of + 


« Mixd.every. Expreſſion in our Prayers is acceptable:to-the 


Lord above, and' brings us 'to-Him.; -but if. we regard. 
Hypocrifie in our Hearts, the Lord will not hear: us,; nor 
come nigh our Dwelling. © It is ſaid, in Judab the Hand & 
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God was, to give them one. Heart ; fo muſt we with fins - 
- gleneſs of Heart pray -unto/God- that 'our® Hearts beinot 


double, thar we-may 'go' urito Hith as that' Dove to! Noab's 
Ark, with unimsginable Sweetneſs-and Joy, to-repoſe our 
ſelves on his Mercy-feat : Thus if we do, we pray accor- 
ding to the Will of God; which if we'follow, He ſhall 
hear us, and help our Infirniities. | Baladm-in's Fit of De- 
votion may ety out, 0 rhat 1 might dye the death of the 
Righteous, and that my laft end might be like his { Butthis 
is hypocritical, neither found nor rooted ; whatfoever we 
do, we muſt do it ſincerely, as bnto the Lord, and not 
onto Men, . knowing that of the Lord we ſhall receive our 
rich Inheritance. Our Prayers muſt have Heart and Roor 


to grow ard contiritie ; and we, as Alcews ina contrary 
Cale, who is ſaid to have taken Arguments from every 
Seafon of the Yeat, for | his Intetmperance' if Drinkive ; 


That the Spring requir'd it it! fig oBJoy ; the Suntmner,: 


ro temper his Hear, and cool himſelf; that it was due ro 
Autumn; as dedicated to th and Winter requir'd 
-K to expel Cold. So ſhould we, Ia 

ſages of this Life, take '0coaſton to pray tine God, inthe 


z- from all the PaF- 


time of Adverſity, that He thay help-us ; in the Seaſon of 
Proſperity, that He has done it: Let none think with 
bimfelf, God does hot mind the paſſing over this Drity, 
nor-fee the other Sins we be at any tinze gut for 
tho* a Man fir 3s clofe wpon-the Idols of Is Heart as Ra- 
ehae} did wpow her Father's Imapes, he ttiey hide hrs Mer- 
cies from hifelf, but not his Sins from God. How grear 
reaſon then has Man- to frrind his Bufineſs, do his Duty, 
pe brownp' this of Prayer, which is, as St. 4ufir calls it; a 
Spari7u, | 

but then it ouſt be perfornyd in Spirit, andinTrunh. -_ 
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Extreiſe, and ſays, It is ſo mach the more accepted; 


- But that I may not ſeem to forget the Occaſion of this 
Day=:.-.\ i 04s OTB F 1b Lf Ln Wy os. 
As Prayer is our indiſpenſible Duty at all times, it muſt 
conſequently needs be fo now: As it is of wonderfiil Power 
and Efficacy in Times of Troubles and Danfters. ts thols _ 
that make the right uſe of them, fo wow e/pecialfly have we 
no reaſon to: negle&t it in this proper Occaſion, but hart» 
dle well the great Duty: And as Faſting is always juſt 
ly acknowledg'd to: be its good Helpmate, fo 7her is with 
good Conſideration and Reaſon, by the: Adtnijniſtrators' of 
our Governinent, at tliis rime annexed, when We are ſut- 
rounded with Fears, and Terrors threatefiius on every fide, 
How many Enemies have we at home, and in owr own 
Boſom, fome being Malecoments of : deſperate Fortunes, 
' Who having conſum'd their Eſtates 5y their Debmachericy, 
embrace any occafioti to'Taife a flew Fund for dx maity 
tenance and ſupport of theſe their! ill ways ; and theſe pre- 
ſent they take to be the Times for their Purpoſes and De- 
ſigns to-ſeparare us, to ruine and divide whae we: have'; 
therefore their Cuſtom is, to kindle-every Spatk, atid tight 
it to a Flame, for our combuſtion; winſt we are otherwiſe 
buſie at home and abroad, 'and notar leifure to mind their 
Intri | ws Others there are, whoſe Principles and Religion 
do allow them, lead them, exbire, and: give Conmiand't6 
them, for our Ruine' and DeftruQion,' being Zderetichs- tt 
Fire. Theſe arc openand bare-fac'd Enemies, who Ineed 
not. mention, and were never igclin'd-ro our 'Side and In- 
tereſt. Sorne hlewiſe there” are that are A4chitophet's, cane 
ning Politicians, whoſe out-ſides, like the Apples of Sodom 
and: Gomorrah, ſeem fair to the View; but. their inner parts 
are Aſhes and Death to us-ward. To uſe : farvilizr Gone 
pariſon, they are like our Watermen, that look one Wiſs. E 
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and row another, moſt dangerous Perſons, that (like the 
little: Creature in the Crocodile) grow, and! cat our very - 
Bowels, which have yearned with Compaſſion long''to- 
wards them that hate us. ' _ AG ” 
- But we are not. only thus fetter'd at home, but abroad 
are. engag'd in_a molt bloody and expenſive War with'a 
puiſſant Prince, \ the Abſolute and Arbitrary Menarch of 
France, who fluſhd with long ViCtories and'Succeſs againſt 
| his unequal and weak: Neighbours, and having by Policy, 
Power, and Fraud hugely encroach'd upon their Territo- 
ries, ;t9;the great_enlargement-of his own, feems to ſtand. 
on the 'Tiptoes of Greatneſs, and be in the Zerith of this 
Power, not only threatning his Confines, but all Exrope with 
his Strength. |: oo: 4a 
_ >:The: Sun. of his Glory ſeems to ' have riſen to its full 
height, to-haye touch'd the Vertical Point, and now be up- 
on its declenfion : The-Wiſhes:.of all good Chriſtians are; 
That it may: be ſo, that he: fall to his former ſtation, ſet in 
his due Horizon, and be reduc'd to his primitive Right ; 
the Hopes of all-: Exrope in effectivg which, are ſolely His 
Majeſty of Great Britain. 
_ To which purpoſe, and: the humbling of whom,: our 
Toſhua is gone over Fordan, to-afliſt the Weak, and ſet the 
Afﬀflicted free : | He. is now.'at the head of the Army, and 
willing.to expoſe. his ſacred:Perſon to the.'Thunderbolts of 
the roaring Cannon, the Lightnings of Bombs and: Grana- 
does, the hailing ſhowrs of devouring Lead-Balls, the edge 
of the Sword, and all other cruel Inſtruments of mercileſs 
War the Devil can inyent, or Man'do Miſchief with. On 
this good Account he will-rather, with Cato, chuſe to die, 
than the Allies continue, and we be brought under Slavery 
and 7 yranny, Methinks [ hear him ſay, Let the Great Turk 
| by Land, and the other Turk by Sea, the one with his Legt- 
 0ns,. the other with his Ships, cover both the Elements, 


Terra 
firma, 


C41 
firma, avd-the inconſtant watery one, ſo-as to leave a fmall 
Point for him to ſtand en, and they unite their Endeavonrs 
to our Ruin and Deſirution, he will, under Ged, deliver his 
People, or dye in the Good Cayſe. - A Majeſty of ſo high and 
undaunted Courage, like the Fabii, he, may be outmatch'd 
but never overcome : And a Prince fo generous and good, 
that he, who has, ventur'd_ his_Life . once-to redeem. us 
from Popery, Fire and, Faggots, 1s now again ready to lay. 
it down in this War, and, for the Safety of Europe, to fa- 
crifice bis own. He conſiders that, with David, he muſt 
ſleep in the-Bed of his Glorious Anceſtors, that are gone. 
to Everlaſting Reſt before him, and rejoyces to breath his 
laſt in fo glorious a Good. As a ſtout Soldier and prudent 
Generaliſſimo, he as, and commands and courts the molt 
terrible Occaſions of ſhewing forth his Virtue, in ambitt- 
on to make all ſafe, rather than himſelf ſecure. __ E-: 
Can we then not love ſo good a Prince ? Shall. we not. 
humble ourſelves: before God, that he. may ſucceed ? Shall 
we not pray, that he may be victorious? and in Tears 
mourn ell we fee our Shield come home again in Salety ? 
For, oC ad a 3 di ts 
' Tho! cur Armies be compleat and ſtrong, our Prince that 
commands them active and prudent, yet there isan Uncer- 
tainty in War ; the Lord of Hoſts gives the Vitory to 
whom he pleaſes, and ſometimes fuffers the. Philiſtive to 
triamph' for the Sins of his'//rae/: "And this may be out 
Lot; for we have great cauſe to fear, leſt our own Sins 
fight againſt ourſelves, and our: Wickedneſs be our Ruin, 
 Whar greater ,reaſon therefore have we to caſt our Sins 
behind us, and not provoke thereby the. Holy One to In- _ 
dignation, to; give. us up.as a Prey to the ,Tecth. of our _ 
Adverſary : All that is dear and near to_us, lies at the 
Stake ; our Laws, Lives, and Liberties, our Wives. and 
Children, our Nation, our King, aod Religion argall at ghis. 
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to our comfort. Sk ets 


We have, reaſon-to, mourn, becauſe we are in danger, be 
we.never {6 ſtrong, but no juſt "cauſe to complain of our 


Burden, till we find the weight of its heavineſs. There are 
fone intolerable People, that are ſtill complaining of. the 
Badneſs of the Times, to ſow Diviſion among us, and breed: 
Confuſion; which Ggd the Lord'in his. Goodneſs avert, knd 
rake away theſe wicked tmen from. us, that our. Xingdom: 
may be eftabliſÞ'd 7h Righteouſneſs. * Een THINGS 

God be thanKk'd,. the upper Region of our Nation admits 
no ſuch Fummes and Peſtiſential Vapours, "thele are form'd 
below, itt the Breaſts of oNingry, igrforant, malicious, and | 
deſpning Men, Whoſe Tntereſt ſways them' more thai their 
Reaſon, and Superſtition rather. than Religion. _ 

But what ill-cafe are we in, that we ſhould complain, 
when every one lives under his. own' Vine, -when we. have 
Peace in-our Dominions,. no: Plague nor Famine ,in our 
Land, but Plenty of- Corn in our. Barns, Plenty of Graſs 
2nd Corn in the Fields; What is thete we could deſire 
mare Whit f our C-wdirion were worle than it is? 

| : Good 


Won, 


Cay) 


Good and Wiſe Men conſider, they can never” pay too” 


much. for their Lives, Liberties}- and - 'Religion, which are 


all,: under God, by this 'War, preſerv'd hitherto ; and tho” 


the Expences of its length be great, yet, Thanks be to the 
Lord's Bounty, we are not poor. | 

| But to what purpoſe, I fay, are- our Complaints, AY 
to divide us? They will never profit us; nor do us any 
Service, they may well binder us, and ſtop our Cries, that 
rhe Lord may not hear them: Is it not better to truſt in- 
the Lord, and rely on him, cheerfully to {ſubmit unts his- 
Will, and patiently expect his gractous time of freedom. 
from all our Troubles, wait on him, who can turn our: 
Water into Wine, give a rich Suit for Sackcloth; Beauty. 


for Aſhes, and a Day of Praiſe for this. of our Humilia- 
tion ? 


God the Lord, who. has ſaved us from the Lanticills 
Armada, and deſtroy'd it; who deliver'd us ſrom that 
Helliſh Conſpiracy, whereby King and Parliament, the 
Head. and principal Members of this Nation, were all to- 
| be blown: up at one. deyiliſh-blaſt ; and has lately preſer-- 

ved the X ING, with Os tm Him, from that horrid and 
accurſed Aſſaſſination ; is ſtill able to ſave and deliver us from: 
' the Hands: of our Enemies, whoſe Mercies are cruel, andi 
give them up-to our Power, or ſend His own Angel to- 
ſcatter and ſlay them,--that their dead- Bodies. be Meat 


to the Fowls of the Air, and Beaſts of the Earth,. and. 


we ſecur'd from-the Snares of the Hunter. 

But this the LORD- is not like to do, excepr we humble 
ourſelves before Him, -for our Sins and Tranſpgreſſions ;.: 
He is not'like to go forth with our Fleets and Armies, nor 
ſuffer what we take in hand to proſper, without calling, 
"RONE-M upon His Holy Name... 
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therefore, a5 it is not. only 
Intereſt, to do. it, let us.pr F: as TP, 


He may- bleſs His. People, a 
the King may ride -in - Tri 
Joy, . every; one of- his. 
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cheerfully Gaying,- OS 


Save the KIN 


4 - 


